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1 SAFETY AND PROFESSIONAL SERICES SPS 301.05

Chapter SPS 301
ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS AND REVIEW PROCEDURES FOR DEPARTMENT ACTIONS

SPS301.01 Purpose. SPS 301.10 Action categories.

SPS 301.02 Policy. SPS 3011 Action types.

SPS 301.03 Applicability. SPS 301.20 Public notice.

SPS 301.04 Definitions. SPS 301.21 Environmental assessments.
SPS 301.05 Administration. SPS 301.22 Environmental impact statements.

Note: Chapter Comm 1 was enumbered chapter SPS 301 under s. 13.92 (4) whetherto prepare an environmenimpact statement or a find
(b) 1., Stats. Register December 201 No. 672 ing of no significant impact

SPS 301.01 Purpose. The purpose of this chapteris to es  (3) “Environmentaldocument” means an environmental as
tablish policies and procedures to be used byli¢pertment in the Se€ssmen finding of no significant impact, an environmeita!
implementatiorof s.1.11, Stats. This chapter: pactstatement, notice of intent or record of decision.

(1) Establishes policy to ensure departmental consideration (4) “Environmentalimpact statement” means a detailed writ
of the environmental impacts of its policies, plans and prograi@ report which describes the need for the actionalteznatives

upon the human environment. to be considered, traffected environment and the environmental
(2) Establishesa classification of departmental actions witHMPact. o .

regardto their need for an environmental impact statement. (5) “Finding of no significant impact” means a document
(3) Establishes process and procedures for creating enviroRri€fly presenting the reasons way action not categorically €x

mentaldocuments. cludedwill not have a significant adverse impact on the human en
(4) Providesan opportunity for public input on environmental\"ronment' ) )

documents. (6) “Human environment” means the natural and physical
(5) Providesprocedureso guide inter-agency interactions inSurroundingsand the relationship of peogtethose surroundings.

the development of environmental documents. ~ (7) “Impact” means a reasonable and foreseeafdetatela
History: Cr. Register Septemberl999, No. 525eff. 10-1-99. tive to the human environment, including ecological, aesthetic,

_ historic, cultural, economic, social or healtHesits.
SPS 301.02 Policy. (1) The department acknowledges (g “Secretary” means the secretary tie department of
the Wisconsin environmental policy act,s11, Stats., as Bgal  gafetyand professional services.
obligationto evaluate and consider potential environmeintal

pactsof its proposed actions. This obligation is shared bgiH d F he h k
sionsof the department. adversee ect on the human environment. . o
. . I History: Cr.Registey Septemberl999, No. 52peff. 10-1-99;correction in (1),

(2) In carrying out its responsibility underk11, Stats., the (8)made under s13.92 (4) (b) 6. Stats..Register December 201 No. 672
departmentshall substantiallyfollow the guidelines issued as
rulesby the United States council on environmentsdlity at40 SPS 301.05 Administration. (1) (a) Except as provided
CFR Parts 150@hrough1508(1987), as amended July 1, 1990iy par (b), before undertaking an action as described specified in
andits addenda. Tables301.1-1 and 3011-2, the department shall determine

(3) Thedepartment will implement procedures that will makene need for preparing an environmental assessment or environ
the environmental analysis process useful to decision makers agntalimpact statement.
the public. Environmentaimpact statements shall be concise, (b) An environmental assessment, environmental impact

clear,and to the point. The statements shall emphasize major gfiitemenor any other type of environmental analysis is net re
vironmentalissues relating to the proposed actio identify & 4, jired to be prepared for rule—-making actions initiated under s.
ternativesas necessary to inform department decision makets 557 5 4 Stats.

the public. . . .
(4) Public involvemen, interagency coordination and <on &) o B ERG 22 S0S%501 5 or actions described spec
sultation,and a systematic interdisciplinaapproach to analysis fied in s.SPS 301.10 (2p (9), shall be undertaken at the time of

of the issues shall be essential parts of the processabfating _ . : h
andconsidering environmental impacts. ;g:ihgglgrq%m:reggtgfhes or revises the procedures or process

(5) Thedepartmens decisions on proposed actions shall con (2) The department may:

siderthe findings of environmental documents. ) ) )
History: Cr. Register September1999, No. 525eff. 10-1-99. (a) Prepare an environmental assessment or environmental im

pactstatement itself;

SPS 301.03 Applicability. This chapter shall apply to an () Preparean environmental assessment or environmental
actioninitiated or undertaken by the departmenter its statuto  jmpactstatement jointly with other agencies which may heore
ry authority which may significantly and adverselyeaf the cyrrentauthority; or
quality of the human environment.

History: Cr. Register September1999, No. 525eff. 10-1-99.

(9) “Significant impact” means considerable and important

(c) Adopt an environmental assessment or environmerial im
pactstatement oany portion of an environmental assessment or
SPS 301.04 Definitions. In this chapter: environmentaimpact statemenirepared by others after review

P " ing and determining thahe environmental assessment or envi
(1) “Department’means the department of safety and pFOfe#?)nmentalimpact statement meets the requirements oftctrag

sionalservices. : . SLET
2) “Envi | Y ise d ter with respect to content and public participation.
(2) “Environmentalassessment” means a concise document gy . cr. RegisterSeptember1999, No. 525ef. 10-1-99corr ection in (1)

which provides sufcient evidence and analysis to determinea), (c) made under s13.92 (4) (b) 7. Stats.,Register December 201 No. 672
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SPS 301.10 WISCONSINADMINISTRATIVE CODE 2

SPS 301.10 Action categories. For the purpose of this of administering oenforcing department policies, principles and
chapterthe department shall undertake or initiate fdfllowing  objectives.

actionsas delineated in relating to the activitlested in Tables ~ History: Cr. Registey September1999, No. 525efl. 10-1-99;correction in
301.11-1and 301.1-2: (intro.) made under s13.92 (4) (b) 7. Stats.,Register December 201L No. 672

(1) Policy development and implementation which includes . . .
proposinglegislation or proposing and adopting administrative SPS 301.11  Action types. (1) (a) Excepes provided in
rulesthat implement poligyprinciples and objectives which setSUb-(2), Tables 301.1-1 and 3011-2specify the environmental
limits for the actions or the results of actions of others. actiontype for actions undertaken by the department.

(2) Credentialing which authorizes individuals or businesses (b) 1. Anenvironmental type I action shall normally require
to undertake specific actions dependent upon the individuals'tBg Preparation of an environmental impact staterimeatcord
businesses’ qualifications or registrations. ance with sSPS 301.22
(3) Planreview which involves the evaluation of plan docu 2. An environmental type Il action indicatésat an action
ments reports or data, including petitions for variance, to dete¢annotbe categorized as either a environmental type | or type IlI
mine compliance with department policies, principles and ebje@ctionwithout additional information and shall normally require
tives. the preparation of an environment assessment in accordance with
(4) Evaluation serviceswhich involves the assessment off-SPS 301.21
productsor methods and their intended functions or results and the 3. An environmental type Ill action shall normally:
determinatiorthat the function or results comply with department a. Not require the preparation of an environmental impact
policies, principles and objectives. statemenbr environmental assessment;
(5) Permitsto operate which recognize authorize individu b. Not require theeed for additional environmental analysis;
als or businesses to use equipment or devices contingent uggg
compliancewith erartment_poI|C|e_s, prln(:lples and_ o_bje_ctlves. c. Require a record of decision indicating a categorical exclu
(6) Consultatiorand training which involves providing infor gjon.
mation and advice through various media to enable individuals or
jbe%?il\r;::;sew comply with department policies, principles and Obpartmemfor any of the following:
(7) Financialaid which involves providing funding or reim (&) Actions exempted by statute.
bursemento eligible individuals, groups, businesses or commu (b) Emegency actions, including those unde227.24 Stats.,
nities. to protect public health, safetyr welfare.
(8) Investigationwhich involves the evaluation of objedise (c) Ancillary activities which are part of a routine series ef re
actionsof others or the results of the actions of others and-dett&ted department actions.
mining whether the object, action or results comply with depart (3) A proposed action to be undertaken by the department
ment policies, principles and objectives. which is not describedinder sSPS 301.10Table 301.1-1 or
(9) Auditing which involves reviewing the use of financial aidTable 301.11-2 shall be evaluated as to its environmeatébn
or evaluating the actions of others afeeat with the responsibility type and treated accordingly

(2) No environmental analysis shall be undertaken by the de

Table 301.1-1
Department Activities Jurisdiction Objectives Environmental Action Type
Policy Development and Amusement rides, tramways| Establish design, constructioh, 1]
Implementation lifts and tows erection, operation and

maintenance standards for
public safety

Anhydrous ammonia systemsEstablish design, construction
operation and maintenance
standards for public safety
Buildings Establish design, constructio
and maintenance standards for
public safety and health.
Establish soil erosion design I
operation and maintenance
standards for public health.
Establish engy usage I
standards for future health and

comfort relative to buildings.
Establish sanitation design 1]
and usage standards for public

health and comfort.

=}
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Table 301.11-1 - cont'd.

Published under 85.93 Wis. Stats., by the Legislative Reference Bureau.

SPS 301.11

Department Activities

Jurisdiction

Objectives

Environmental Action Type

Policy Development and
Implementation

Buildings

Establish accessible/usage
standards for the physically
disabled.

Electrical systems

Establish design and
installation standards for
public safety

Establish design and
illumination usage standards
for public safety

Elevators

Establish design, construction
erection, operation and
maintenance standards for
public safety

Establish accessible/usage
standards for the physically
disabled.

Fuels and fuel tank systems

Establish design, construction
operation and maintenance
standards for public safety

Establish cleanup operation
standards for public health,
and groundwater and surface
water protection.

Establish product quality
standards for consumer
protection.

HVAC systems

Establish construction,
installation, operation and
maintenance standards for
public safetyhealth and
comfort.

Establish engyy efiiciency

standards for future health and

comfort relative to equipment.

Mines, pits, quarries and
explosives

Establish operation and
maintenance standards for
public safety

Establish noise operation

standards for public safety and

comfort.

Plumbing systems

Establish design, installation
operation and maintenance

standards for public safety and

health relative to drain
systems, vent systems and
water supply systems.

Establish wastewater
recycling standards for publig
health relative to private
onsite wastewater treatment
systems.

Pressure vessels

Establish construction,
installation, operation and
maintenance standards for
public safety
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Table 301.11-1 - cont'd.
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Department Activities

Jurisdiction

Objectives

Environmental Action Type

Policy Development and
Implementation

Public employee safety

Establish operational process
and procedure standards for
public employee safety and
health.

Refrigeration systems

Establish construction,
installation, operation and
maintenance standards for
public safety

Swimming pools

Establish design, construction
operation and maintenance

standards for public safety and

health.

Individuals

Establish knowledge, skills
and experience qualification

standards for public safety and

health relative to obtaining
trade and occupational
credentials.

Businesses

Establish qualification or
eligibility standards for
obtaining credentials.

Administrative processes

Establish service delivery
procedures and processes fa
credentialing, plan review
evaluation services, permits {o
operate, financial aid,
inspection, and consultation
and training.

=

Establish eligibility standards|
for obtaining financial aid
relative to fuel tank systems
and private onsite wastewatgr
treatment systems.

Credentialing

Individuals and businesses

Evaluate applications
documenting and
communicating compliance @
deficiencies relative to
established qualification or
registration standards.

=
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5 SAFETY AND PROFESSIONAL SERICES SPS 301.11
Table 301.11-1 - cont'd.
Department Activities Jurisdiction Objectives Environmental Action Type
Plan Review Amusement rides, tramways| Evaluate proposed projects ]

lifts and tows,

Anhydrous ammonia system
Buildings,

Electrical systems,
Elevators,

Fuel tank systems,

HVAC systems,

Plumbing systems,
Pressure vessels,
Swimming pools

documenting and
scommunicating compliance,
discrepancies, deficiencies o
inconsistencies relative to
established design,
construction, installation,
operation, maintenance and
usage standards.

r

Evaluation Services

Amusement rides, tramways
lifts and tows,

Anhydrous ammonia system
Buildings,

Electrical systems,
Elevators,

Fuels,

Fuel tank systems,

HVAC systems,

Plumbing systems,
Pressure vessels,
Swimming pools

Evaluate proposed products
documenting and
scommunicating compliance,
discrepancies, deficiencies o
inconsistencies relative to
established design,
manufacturing and operation,
standards.

Permits to Operate

Amusement rides, tramways
lifts and tows,

Anhydrous ammonia system
Buildings,

Electrical systems,
Elevators,

Fuel tank systems,

HVAC systems,

Plumbing systems,
Pressure vessels,
Swimming pools

Evaluate applications
documenting and
scommunicating compliance d
deficiencies relative to
established qualification
standards.

=

Consultation and Training

Amusement rides, tramways
lifts and tows,
Anhydrous ammonia system
Buildings,

Electrical systems,
Elevators,

Employee safety

Fuels,

Fuel tank systems,
HVAC systems,

Mines, pit, quarries and
explosives,

Plumbing systems,
Pressure vessels,
Swimming pools,
Credentialing,

Plan review

Evaluation services,
Permits to operate,
Consulting and training,
Financial aid,
Investigations,

Auditing

Provide or respond to inquirg
relative to standards or
sadministrative processes.

[
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Table 301.11-1 - cont'd.
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Department Activities

Jurisdiction

Objectives

Environmental Action Type

Financial Aid Private onsite wastewater Evaluate applications 1]
treatment systems, documenting and
Fuel tank systems communicating compliance gr
deficiencies relative to
established qualification
standards.
Investigation Individuals and businesses | Evaluate the activities and 1]
actions of individuals or
businesses documenting andg
communicating compliance,
discrepancies, deficiencies or
inconsistencies relative to
established credentialing
standards or statutes.
Amusement rides, tramways| Evaluate objects and sites 1]
lifts and tows, documenting and
Anhydrous ammonia systemscommunicating compliance,
Buildings, discrepancies, deficiencies o
Electrical systems, inconsistencies relative to
Elevators, established design,
Employee safety construction, installation,
Fuels, operation, maintenance and
Fuel tank systems, usage standards.
HVAC systems,
Mines, pits, quarries and
explosives,
Plumbing systems,
Pressure vessels,
Swimming pools
Auditing Credentialing, Evaluate the étiency and 1]

Plan review

Evaluation services,
Permits to operate,
Consulting and training,
Financial aid,
Investigations

effectiveness of the service
delivery procedures and
processes provided by the
departmens partners and of
the use of financial aid funds
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SPS 301.11

Department Activities

Jurisdiction

Objectives

Environmental Action Type

Facilities Development

(none)

Facility and Maintenance
Operations

(none)

Financial Assistance

Administration of state and
federal funds to businesses,
local governments, hon—profi
organizations, regional
planning commissions and
individuals.

(Other than the Financial Aid
activities described inable
301.11-1))

Requires compliance with
federal environmental
review by applicant or
recipient:
= The department exercise
no discretion in
administering funds.

The department exercise
some discretion in
administering funds but ig
not the sole
decision—maker.

The department exercise
some discretion in
administering funds and
may involve a major
action.

No requirement for federal
environmental review:
=Funding for rehabilitation

of existing structures:

- Rehabilitation involves
all or a major portion of
existing properties and
involves rezoning or a
conditional use permit.

- Rehabilitation involves
all or a major portion of
existing properties and
does not require
rezoning or a
conditional use permit.

=Funding for new
development and may
involve a major action.

=Funding for planning and
related activities.
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Table 301.11-2 — cont'd.

Department Activities Jurisdiction Objectives Environmental Action Type
Policy Recommendations Formulation of major I
programs, plans, policies anc
legislation, including budget
proposals, directly &cting
the economy and
communities for which the
department has primary
implementation authority
(Other than the Policy
Development and
Implementation activities
described in @ble 301.1-1.)
Provide technical assistance 1l
and advice on projects, plang
policies and legislation related
to economic and community
development.

History: Cr. RegisterSeptemberl999, No. 525eff. 10-1-99;correction in (1) SPS 301.21 Environmental assessments. (1) GEN-
@ ®) 1, 2 (3), Bble 301.1-2 made under s13.92 (4) (b)7, Stats. Register g (a) An environmental assessment shall be prepared in two
ecember 0. .

steps,consisting of a preliminary environmental assessment and

SPS 301.20 Public notice. (1) The department shall a final environmental assessment.

provide public notice when the following environmental decu  (b) If, during the preparation of a preliminary or final environ
mentsare available for public review: mentalassessment, the department determines that a propesed ac

P . . tion would have a significant impact on the human environment,
(@) A prellmlngry environmental assessment; . the department shall discontinue preparing the environmental as
(b) Afinal environmental assessment, except as provided Wassment and issue a notice of intent to prepare an environmental

ders.SPS 301.21 (1) () _ _ impactstatement.
(c) Anotice of intent to prepare @nvironmental impact state  (¢) The department shall consider a preliminary environmental
ment; _ _ assessmeras afinal environmental assessment without further
(d) A draft environmental impact statement; public notice under SSPS 301.20provided there are no revisions
(e) A final environmental impact statement; and or supplements made to the preliminary environmental assess
(f) A record of decision relative to an environmental assed8ent _
mentor environmental impact statement. (2) ConTENTs. (a) An environmental assessment shall ad
(2) The public notice of the availability of an environmentafréSsthe significant environmental issues relevant ppaposed
documentshall include at least the following: action. _
(a) The type of environmental document; (b) An environmental assessment slaadress all of the fol
) lowing:

(b) The date the document will be available to the public;
(c) The name of the proposed action; or need for the action.

(d) A brief description of the proposed action; and 2. A description of reasonable alternative actions to the pro
(e) The name and address of a contact within the departmggiéedaction, including the alternative of taking no action.
who can receive comments and respond to questions relative tog 5 description of the possible environmental impacts of the

the environmental document. o proposedaction and alternatives.
h 3) Th? d(te)par:trlr:jent shall provide putbllu_: notlcte \t/vrtlen a ?Ubl'c 4. Identificationof persons and agencies consulted relative to
earingis to be held on an environmental impact statement unggg preparation of the environmental assessment.

$.SPS 301.22 (8) 5. A preliminary recommendation on whether or notgte

(4) Public notice of the availability of environmental decu e qaction warrants the preparation of an environmemtpact
mentsor a public hearinfor an environmental impact statement,iement.

may be combined with public notice of other required public par (3) RECORD OF DECISION. (a) The department shall decide

ticipation activities related to the proposed action. ; - / B
P prop whetherthe evidencén an environmental assessment indicates

(5) Public notice of the availability of environmental decu 54 proposed action may have a significant impact on the human
mentsand thepublic hearing for an environmental impact statesvironment.

ment shall be published as a class 1 notice und Stats., (b) 1. If the department determines that the action will have

in: e - .
.- . . no significant impact on the human environment, the department
(@) The oficial state newspaper for a proposed action whict}, prepare a finding of no significant impact.

hasa statewide impact; and - - . .
b) A ing thefedted f ¢ 2. Afinding of no significant impact shall include a summary
(b) A newspaper covering t ted area for a proposed ac ¢ the reasons for the finding.

tion which does not have a statewide impact. . N, . ) .
History: Cr. RegisterSeptember1999, No. 525eff. 10-1-99;correction in (1) 3. A fmd'_ng of no Slgr_“flcant impacshall be filed Wlth the
(b), (3) made under s13.92 (4) (b) 7. Stats.,Register December 20LNo. 672  Secretaryor his or her designee and shall be accompanied by:

1. A description of the proposed action, including the purpose
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9 SAFETY AND PROFESSIONAL SERICES SPS 301.22
a. A copy of the environmental assessment; and 8. An identification of any economic advantages and disad
b. A summary of public comments received, if amjative vantages of the proposed action.

to the environmental assessment. (4) FormaT. The department shall prepare an environmental

(c) If the department determines that the action may haige a impactstatement in a format which facilitatgeod analysis and
nificant impact on thénuman environment, the department shafflear presentation.
providepublic notice of intent to prepas® environmental impact  (5) DisTRiIBUTION. The department shalrovide a copy of an
statementn accordance with SPS 301.20 environmentalmpact statement to at least all of the following:
History: Cr. RegisterSeptemberl999, No. 525eff. 10-1-99;correction in (1) (a) The dfice of the governor

(c), (3) (c) made under s13.92 (4) (b) 7.Stats.,Register December 201LNo. 672
(b) The secretary of the department of natural resources.

SPS 301.22 Environmental impact statements. (c) Any individual or oganization that has requested a copy
(1) Process. The preparation of an environmental impact state (6) PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD. (a) The department shall estab

mentshall involve at least all of the following: _ lish a public comment period for a draft environmental impact
(a) Public noticeof intent to prepare an environmental impaciiatement.

statement. (b) The public comment period for a draft environmental im
(b) A scoping process. pactstatement shall extend not less than 30 days from the docu
(c) A draft environmental impact statement and a final-envinentavailability date under SPS 301.20 (2) (b)

ronmentalimpact statement. (7) PuBLIC HEARING. (a) The department shalbld at least

(d) Public notice of the availability of environmental decuonepublic hearing on each draft environmental impact statement.
mentsin accordance with SPS 301.20 (b) The department shall provide public notice in accordance

(e) Atleast one public hearing. with s.SPS 301.20 (5t least 30 days prior to the date of the first

(2) Scoring. (a) Before preparing an environmental impagbublic hearing to be held for a draft environmental impact state
statementthe department shall use a scoping process to determiment.

all of the following: (c) Thedepartment shall conduct the public hearing for a draft
1. The environmental issués be addressed in depth in theenvironmentalimpact statement in accordance witr227.18
environmentaimpact statement. Stats.
2. Environmental issues which are not significant or which (8) CommenT Review. (a) After the public hearing and cem
havebeen covered in previous environmental analyses. mentperiod for a draft environmental impact statement, the de
3. Atimeline for the preparation of the statement and for pupartmentshall summarize the comments received.
lic comment. (b) The department shall prepare a written response to the sum
(b) 1. The scoping process shall include, to the extent possifgrizedcomments received on the draft environmental impact
otheraffected or interested individuals and agencies. statement.

2. The department may utilize meetings, hearings, work (9) RevisioN PROCEDURES.Before issuing a record of decision
shops,surveys, questionnaires, committees, or other metthvodsundersub.(10) (b) the department may revise, including tise
activitiesto gather public input for the scoping process. of a supplement or addendum, all or part of the draft or finat envi

3. The department may integrate any or athefscoping pro ronmentalimpact statement.
cessactivities withother required public participation activities (10) REcorRDOFDECISION. (@) After a final environmental im
relatedto the proposed action. pactstatement has been completed, the department shall prepare

(3) ConTeNnTs. (a) An environmental impact statement shalandfile a written record of decision on a proposed action.
describethe proposed action and identify the environmental con (b) The written record of decision following the completion of
sequencesf the action. an environmental impact statement shall include all of the fellow

(b) An environmental impact statement shall address all of thg:
following: 1. A statement of the decision.

1. A description of the proposed action, including the purpose 2. The identification of all alternatives considered.
or need for the action. 3. The reason for choosing an alternative action.

2. A description of reasonable alternative actions to the pro ¢y ypon completion of a final environmental impact state
posedaction, including the alternative of taking no action.  ent the department shall file in thefiok of the secretary a copy

3. A description of the possible environmental impacts of thg all of the following:
proposedaction and alternatives. 1. The written record of decision.

4. An identification of any adverse environmentdeefs 2. The final version of the environmental impact statement.
which cannot be avoided should the action be undertaken. 3. The notice of public hearing for the draft environmental

5. The description of the relationship between local shor}— :

: . mrpactstatement.
termuses of the human environment and the maintenance and € . . .
4. The summary of public hearing comments, if.any

hancemenbf long-term productivity , . .
6. An identification of any irreversibland irretrievable com 5. The departmerd’response to the public hearing eom

mitmentsof resources which would be involved in the proposg§€nts:

action should it be implemented. 6. The draft environmental impact statement.
H i : T History: Cr. RegisterSeptemberl999, No. 525eff. 10-1-99;correction in (1)
actigh An identification of any beneficial aspects of the proposqggy (6) (b), (7) (bymade under $13.92 (4) (b) 7, Stats. Register December 201
. No. 672
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